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Bear Tales: Ranger Led Event



At the 
Interpretation
Meeting Place

Roasting 
Marshmallows 
is always a hit



We were thrilled to bring back the Upper 
East TN Fiddler’s Convention this year



The Fiddler’s Convention is a major annual event honoring the musical traditions of our area of Appalachia

funded by the Friends with a matching grant from the TN Arts Commission.



Nathan Wilson constructed both fiddle and banjo showcased at the Fiddler’s Convention.



Fiddler’s Convention 2022 draws a crowd

Over 400 people 
attended



Park Manager Tim Pharis is the driving 
force behind the Fiddler’s Convention. 
Here, he is orienting youth participants prior to 
competing in fiddle and banjo categories. 

In addition to cash prizes, Tim and his 
wife, Marion, created old-time pottery 
trophies for the 1st place winners. 



Pick’n in the field before performing



This Erwin Outdoor Festival and Meet the Mountains 
Festival are a few of several off-site outdoor themed 
festivals the Friends attend throughout the year to 
share information about RFSP, fundraise, and sign up 
new members.



Friends help replace non-native plants with native plants at the Ranger Station



Blue Ghost and Synchronous Fireflies - Viewings

Rocky Fork State Park holds a 
lottery for 6 nights of guided 
viewing. 8000 people signed 
up this year!!

Friends’ Volunteers help Park 
staff with set up: 
❖ parking
❖ checking in lottery winners
❖ providing information
❖ distributing night vision 

flashlights 
❖ ensure visitors are safe on 

the trail and at viewing 
places



The Friends arranged for and 

hosted noted entomologist, 

Dr. Will Kuhn who gave a free 

public lecture on the Fireflies 

prior to the viewing dates.



We hosted a Members Only Firefly Social at the new Ranger 
Station followed by nighttime Firefly viewing in the Park 



We have fun at events!
Custom cornhole board

Also made and donated by Nathan Wilson



There’s work to 
be done year 
round at the 

Park!

Friends maintain 
20+ miles of trails 

and do
litter pick ups



Friends offer Guided Hikes in the Park

Spring Wildflower Hike 

Loop Hikes explore trails 
farther out in the park



Two fundraisers in conjunction with State 
Of  Franklin Track Club

The Bear Track Trail Race in the Summer The Bat Road Race in the Fall



We purchased and 
donated a dump wagon 
the Park wanted which 

greatly assists in 
Park trail maintenance 
and other heavy tasks



Friends Board Members Debarking Logs for a 
Kiosk Project and Learning New–Old Skills



Happy with the day’s work of  debarking



Building a Kiosk at the Ranger Station



Erwin Apple Festival is a huge annual event! 

So is this Fiddle!



Rangers Getting Fired Up 
for the Haunted Hikes



Ready with Treats for Haunted Hikes



Haunted Hikes Story Tellers 
Spin their Spooky Tales



Ghostly Hikers at Haunted Hikes



We represent the Friends of  Rocky Fork at the 
TN State Parks Friends Conference each year.

Did you know?  

Not all State Parks have Friends 

groups to support them.  



Friends info is shared at the Park Kiosk and through our email, website, 
Facebook page and quarterly Member newsletters



Friends’ work on the White Oak Flats Overlook 
last year has created many great views 

throughout the year and on Full Moon Hikes

View of  Whitehouse Cliffs



Thanks to the

Friends of

Rocky Fork State 

Park for another 

great year of  

support !!


